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TABLE  91

TRAFFIC OF THE PRINCIPAL RHINE PORTS,
19291

Port                             Tonnage

Strasbourg................    4,773 jOOo

Karlsruhe.................    2,321,000

Mannheim-Rheinau........    5,835, ooo

Ludwigshafen.............    4,002,000

Mainz....................    1,529,000

Wiesseling................    2,432,000

Koin.....................    2,418,000

Dusseldorf................    2,901,000

Rheinhausen..............    2,500,000

Duisburg-Ruhrort..........  22,303,000

Ruhrort-Meiderich.........    i ,073,000

Rotterdam................  35,000,000

Anvers...................  24,326,000

but a smaller tonnage of Lorraine ores moves down stream from
Strasbourg. The third main stream consists of cereals, and starts from
Rotterdam and Anvers and is absorbed little by little as it moves up
stream. Petroleum and wood provide minor up-stream currents, while
potash, building materials and some timber move in the opposite
direction.

Today the Rhine is regarded as an international river, due to the
essential part it plays in the life of the bordering countries. Its inter-
national character is also shown by the composition of the Rhine fleet.
At present this is 45 per cent German, 35 per cent Dutch, 12 per cent
Belgian, and the remainder French and Swiss. The Germans hold a
predominant position in the fleet personnel, as they man not only their
own boats but those of the French, and are represented on the boats of
the other powers.

AGRICULTURE

In no phase of economic activity have the Germans made more
effective use of science than in agriculture. During the past fifty years
it has been an established policy to render the nation independent, as
far as possible, of outside sources of food. This involved many serious
problems. Most of the level land of the country occurred in the north
German plain, where the light, acid soils and the cool, moist summers
were unfavorable for many crops. Only in the lowland bays and within
the Rhineland were natural conditions favorable, and these areas were
inadequate to supply more than a small fraction of the food needed.
aRouche, J., "La Navigation du Rhin," Bulletin de la Societe d'Encour pour
rindustrie Nationale, July, August and September, 1930.